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lllinois Bullying Prevention Act requires schools to
include 13 criteria in their anti-bullying policies —
but no one’s checking if schooels. actually follow them.

Definition — includes the statutory definition of bullying.
Statement of prohibition — states that bullying violates state law and district policy.

Reporting procedures — clear channels to report bullying, including staff contact info and an anonymous-reporting
option (though anonymous reports alone can't trigger formal discipline).

Parent notification — notifying parents/guardians of all students involved within 24 hours of the school becoming
aware, plus discussing available support services.

Investigation procedures — including a ~10-school-day target for completing investigations, involving trained staff,
notifying the principal promptly, and keeping involved families informed.

Interventions — lists possible responses (social work services, restorative measures, counseling, etc.).
Anti-retaliation statement — prohibits reprisal against anyone who reports bullying, with consequences for violators.
False-accusation consequences — addresses consequences for falsely accusing someone of bullying.
Stakeholder engagement — developed with input from students, parents/guardians, and other stakeholders.

Posting/distribution — posted on the school's website, in the student handbook, and distributed annually to
students, families, and staff.

Policy evaluation process — a process to assess effectiveness (frequency of incidents, safety perceptions,
bystander behavior, etc.), reviewed every two years.

Consistency — aligns with the school board's/district's broader policies.

Self-harm/threat reporting — requires all bullying incidents and any related threats or things of self-harm to be
reported to parents/guardians per the notification rules in criterion 4.

Remember: To "have a policy on file" and "actually follow it in practice day-to-day" are two different things.

Source:; 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7(b) (the section is also cited as 5/22-110): FindLaw



https://codes.findlaw.com/il/chapter-105-schools/il-st-sect-105-5-27-23-7/

